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Upcoming 


Nebraska  Coin  Shows  &  Events 


LINCOLN  IV  Li  M ISM  A  TIC  SOCIETY 
ANNUAL  COIN-PAPER  MONEY  SHOW 


(;u:sr  nm  Si:  INN  SI  n  I  S  -  >|Sn  (  ornhuskcr  1 1«>..  I  incoln.  M 
"Grand  Ballroom”  9am-5pm  (Sat.)  -9am-4pm  (Sun.) 


Lodging  &  Restaurant  Onsite  ! 
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COINS  -TOKENS-  Ml  DAI  S-  CURRENCY  - 
C  A  R I  )S-  ST  A  M  PS  -EX(  )N  UM I A 

(  " FREE  ADMISSION  -  "FREE  COINS  FOR  KIDS” - 
“ffourly  Door  Prizes ”  X  “ Coin  Ruffle"  > 


t-or  Mure:  Injurin'.*  turn  <  ontact:  <;  kvtlcr  Kci>i*tration,  Sggw  Informjtioi^ 


David ) .  Willsic 

I  iucoln  Numismatic  SsKicty 

P.O.  Bo*  671 1  Iminlft.  NL  nftSOf) 

email;  dlvwtivl)  iiao I  tom  41)2  4X«  ’K<»X 


Jim  Buirncr 

Lincoln  Numismatic  Smh  < 
402MV5I89 
iluilmerS'Lrt  hotmaii  cum 


SOT  HlSPt >YS ://</ 1  /  OH  K  (  IDES  IS  or  7///7T 


If  you  are  a  Nebraska  Club  and  have  a  Coin  Show  or  Numismatic  event 


planned,  send  a  flyer  3-6  months  in  advance  to: 
Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal 


P.O.  Box  24913 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
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“My  2  Cents* 

Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

*  r  1  1 

i*~r  , 

l  s 

Wow,  this  has  been  a  busy  spring.  The  Lincoln  Coin  Club  Annual  Show 
in  April,  May  brought  us  Omaha  Coin  Club’s  75th  Anniversary  and  the 
NNA  Convention  /  Fremont  Coin  Club’s  50th  Annual  Show.  I  hope  you 
were  able  to  attend  one  or  more  the  those  events  and  share  your 
insights,  enthusiasm  and  savvy  of  numismatics,  and  possibly  make  a 
good  deal  or  two  along  the  way. 

In  this  issue,  we  get  a  pictorial  overview  of  the  aforementioned  events 
on  pages  4-5,  10,  11  &  12.  Then,  It’s  Lincoln  Coin  Club’s  turn  to  be 
under  the  radiant  glare  of  the  “Club  Spotlight”  on 
pages  7-9.  My  son  and  I  recently  visited  one  of  their  meetings  and  en¬ 
joyed  ourselves  immensely.  A  new  exhibit  on  Nebraska  Banknotes  has 
opened  in  Omaha  at  the  Durham  Museum.  Get  the  details  on  pages  18 
&  19.  Pictures  of  Omaha  Coin  club’s  visit  to  see  the  exhibit  are  on 
page  16.  Then,  erstwhile  NNA  editor,  President,  etc.  Steve  Drake 
contributes  an  interesting  article  on  “America  First  Medals”  on  pages  13 
&  14. 

Jim  McKee  shares  more  of  his  knowledge  of  our  State’s  history  in  an 
article  on  pages  22-25,  entitled  Nebraska's  Other  Johnny  Carson  &  The 
Banks  of  BrownviUe.  Speaking  of  Jim,  here’s  a  reminder  that  Jim  will 
be  speaking  on  “Nebraska’s  Wildcat  Banks  &  Banknotes"  at  the 
Omaha  Coin  Club  and  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  numis¬ 
matic  educational  seminar  that  will  be  held  in  Omaha  on  October  30th, 
2009.  Details  about  the  event  can  be  found  on  pages  26  &  27 

Also,  on  pages  28  &  29  we  find  out  about  a  book  that  has  been  written 
about  a  Palisade,  Nebraska  man  who  in  the  late  1950’s  and  1960’s  had 
an  obsession  with  hoarding  gold  and  silver  coins  and  what  that  obses¬ 
sion  did  to  his  family. 

So,  have  a  great  summer  and  I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at  the  LNS, 
OCC  Shows  and  the  OCC/CSNS  Educational  Seminar  in  the  fall. 
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NNA  /  Fremont  Coin  Club 

Show,  Convention  and  Banquet 

May  30th— 31st  2009 


CENTRAL  STATES 

him  m  m  m  mmq  <**>  m.  <0*.  0%  §  fpummt  m 

jftij  f^jTJTr 

.  invites  you  to  join  their  2,300  members  and  to  support  the 
mid-wests  respected  regional  numismatic  organization 
Founded  in  1 930.  CSNS  has  been  serving  numismatics  and 
promoting  the  education  of  collectors  for  70  years' 


f 


For  membership  questions.  For  a  FREE  sample  copy  of 

cog&ct  Secretary  Jerry  Lebo,  CSNS’  award-winning  quarterly  journal, 

PO  Box  84 1 ,  contact  Editor  Rollie  Finner. 

Logansport,  IN  46947.  PO  Box  296.  lola,  Wl  54945 

Email:  |clebo(tt  verizon.net.  Email:  rfinnertft  ids  net. 

s  ? . 
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NNA  2nd  VP  Gene  Frederick  and  NNA  Pres.  Quent  Han¬ 
sen,  enjoy  a  visit  during  the  show. 


NNA  Sec./Treas.  John  Veach  and  NNA  2n 
Gene  Frederick  enjoy  the  banquet 

...as  the  saying  goes... 

"....and  a  good  time 
was  had  by  all” 


Annual  NNA  Meeting  < 
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S  he  Coinery 

Visit  us  in  our  NEW  LOCATION, 
still  at  the  Piedmont  Shops,  but 
now  several  shops  to  the  north. 

Since  1965. ..Coins,  paper 
money  and  bullion  bought  & 
sold. 


Mon. -Thu.,  12:30  PM  to  8  PM 
Fri.,  12:30  PM  to  4:30  PM 

489-COIN  Sat.,  Noon  to  5:00  PM 

Sun.,  Noon  to  5:00  PM 

489-2646  Free  appraisals,  by  appointment. 


#25  Piedmont  Shops.  1265  S.  Cottier  Blvd. 
(S.  Cotner  Blvd.  at  A  Street) 
Lincoln  NL  685 10 
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Club  Spotlight! 


Lincoln  Coin  Club 


In  1950  Newell  Joyner  had  a  small  coin  and  stamp  shop  in  the  back 
of  the  Lincoln  Bookstore  at  204  South  12th  Street  and  though  his 
"Hobby  Collector's  Service"  was  primarily  philatelic,  it  was  the  sole 
place  in  Lincoln  where  coins  were  bought  and  sold.  As  an  aside 
Newell  was  the  Boy  Scout  merit  badge  coordinator  for  the  coin  col¬ 
lecting  badge  when  I  secured  it  in  about  1952  and  he  who  encour¬ 
aged  me  to  come  to  my  first  meeting  several  years  later. 

In  April  of  1951  an  "organizing  meeting  was  held  at  Newell  Joyner's 
coin  shop."  Seven  col¬ 
lectors  met  that  night 
and  included  Elmer  G. 

Nelson  (who  signed  as 
#1),  John  J.  Gabarron, 

W.  G.  Ellis,  D.  D.  Peck, 

Nicholas  Reisdorff, 

Newell  Joyner  and  John 
Lunceford.  It  was  then 
decided  that  they 
should  start  a  local  coin 
club. 

The  club's  first  meeting 
was  held  May  8,  1951  in  the  Colorado  Room  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  at  13th 
and  P  in  downtown  Lincoln  at  8:00PM.  20  collectors,  all  male, 
signed  in  with  Elmer  Nelson  acting  as  temporary  chairman.  After  the 
election  of  officers  was  held  John  Gabarron  was  elected  president 
and  Jim  Cotton  elected  Secretary-Treasurer.  A  charter  was  drawn 
up  and  decided  that  they  would  also  encourage  women  to  join  with 
women  given  the  same  rank  and  "under  the  same  condition  as  the 
Juniors."  One  wonders  how  this  would  play  out  today.  At  the  second 
meeting  it  was  decided  that  the  dues  would  be  $1  per  year  for  Sen¬ 
ior  members  and  50  cents  per  year  for  Juniors  and  Women.  At  that 
meeting  a  25  cent  door  prize  was  awarded  and  a  flying  eagle  won  in 
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Club  Spotlight! 


Lincoln  Coin  Club 

continued... 


a  coin  quiz. 

At  the  third  meeting  Lloyd  Gettys,  past  president  of  the  A.N.A.  was  the 

speaker  who  showed  his  col¬ 
lection  which  included  a  proof 
collection  of  half  dollars.  The 
club  entered  the  A.N.A.  spon¬ 
sored  National  Coin  Week  its 
first  year  and  that  December 
Lewis  Reagan,  General  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  A.N.A.  was  a  fea¬ 
tured  speaker.  Lew  noted  that 
the  Lincoln  Coin  Club  already 
had  "the  largest  Junior  Coin 
Club  in  the  United  States." 
There  were,  in  fact  enough 
juniors  that  they  held  a  separate  meeting  just  after  the  regular  meeting 
every  month.  The  17th  meeting  hosted  a  talk  by  Mohammed  Khalid 
Roashan  from  Kabul  Afghanistan. 

By  1953  average  attendance  was  about  25  and  the  treasury  ran  just 
under  $25.  There  were  44  active  members,  17  of  which  were  A.N.A. 
members.  In  1954  Dr.  Judd,  then  president  of  the  A.N.A.,  spoke  on 
Greek  coinage.  In  1955  the  club  won  first  place  in  Class  B  of  the  A.N. 
A.'s  National  Coin  Week.  In  the  September  meeting  of  1955  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  consider  organizing  a  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  and 
to  that  end  all  members  of  all  Nebraska  clubs  were  invited  to  the  De¬ 
cember  3  annual  Christmas  and  Ladies  Night  banquet  to  be  held  at 


Do  you  want  your  club  under  the  next 

Club  Spotlight? 

_  A 

Contact: 

Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

V  "x/vf  fi)  “n. 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal 

V  //  \ 

P.O.  Box  24913 

Omaha,  NE  68124 

Email:  nuMitchmatist@msn.com 
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Club  Spotlight! 

Lincoln  Coin  Club 

continued  ••• 


the  Cotner  Terrace  Restaurant  with 
dinner  tickets  offered  at  $3  per  per¬ 
son.  At  that  dinner  meeting,  which 
was  attended  by  54  collectors  and 
their  spouses,  the  N.N.A.  was  or¬ 
ganized  "and  patterned  after  the 
Kansas-Oklahoma  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation.  After  John  Gabarron 
served  as  temporary  chairman 
Elmer  Nelson  was  elected  Presi¬ 
dent  and  John  Gabarron  appointed 
Secretary.  Plans  were  laid  for  the 
first  N.N.A.  convention  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring. 

Through  the  years  the  club  has  moved  its  location  a  dozen  times  and 
its  meeting  night  from  Tuesday  to  Thursday  but  it  continues  to  have  25 
to  35  members  and  guests  in  attendance  at  each  meeting  now  held  on 
the  Second  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the  Edgewood  Hampton  Inn  at 
7:30PM.  Auctions  are  held  twice  a  year  and  on  other  meeting  nights 
programs  are  most  always  planned. 

-Jim  McKee 
LCC  Secretary 


Larry  Lee  leads  another  entertaining  and  educa¬ 
tional  program  during  a  LCC  meeting. 


On-line  “Coin”nections 


You  can  find  Lincoln  Coin  Club  online  at: 

http://www.lincolncoinclub.com 
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Nebraska 

Club  News  &  Events  Continued 


Lincoln  Coin  Club  holds  Annual  Show 

April  18-19 
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For  Sale 

NEBRASKA  MEDALS 

1967  Official  Nebraska  State  Centennial  Medal.  Struck  by  Medallic 
Art  in  New  York  City  to  commemorate  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the 
State.  This  official  medal  contains  1.9  ounces  of  .999  silver!  Obverse 
shows  nice  engraving  of  a  pioneer  planting  trees  in  front  of  a  log  cabin, 
reverse  has  clean  rendition  of  State  Capitol  Building.  Individually  se¬ 
rial-numbered,  brushed  silver,  in  original  box:  $36.  Just  slightly  more 
than  bullion! 

Nebraska  Horse  Auction  aluminum  medal:  Bradstreet  &  Clements. 
Co,  Grand  Island.  Obverse  shows  two  horses  w/  company  name 
around,  rev.  has  1915  calendar  of  date  of  horse  sales.  Two  only:  AU 
$45;  VF  $25. 

Dairy  medal:  Fairmont  Creamery.  Co,  Fairmont,  NE.  Obv.  shows  milk 
can  w/  company  name  around,  rev.  has  "Pay  the  Price,  Ship  Direct, 

Why  Sell  For  Less".  Alum.:  AU  $25;  VF  $15;  F  $10;  same  in  brass:  VF 
$20;  F  $15. 

Meatpacker  medal  South  Omaha,  The  C.H.  Hammond  Co.  Obverse 
has  nice  engraving  of  Indian  chief  advertising  Calumet  brand  meat; 
reverse  has  cornucopia  with  coins  spilling  out,  text  reads  "Coin  Special 
Brand  Meats",  etc.  Alum.:  AU  $40;  VF  $25;  F  $15. 

Sugar  Palace  Exposition  medal  This  fair  was  held  in  Grand  Island  in 
1890.  Obverse  show  fairground  buildings,  reverse  has  sugar  beet. 

Holed  as  made.  EF  in  white  medal  $25;  in  brass  F/VF  $15. 

Tilton-Phelps  Furniture,  Lincoln.  Obv.  notes  "Furniture  of  Quality"; 
reverse  has  Sphinx,  pyramids,  mystical  writing.  $25. 

Nebraska  Obsolete  Bank  Notes  I  have  an  inventory  of  about  forty 
different  Nebraska  obsolete  bank  notes  dating  from  1857.  Please  write 
or  call  for  a  complete  listing. 

Please  add  appropriate  shipping:  $2  for  first  medal,  $1  for  each  addi¬ 
tional  medal 

WANTED!! 

Medals  and  tokens  relating  to  Ft.  Atkinson, 

Nebraska 

Dr.  Lawrence  J.  Lee 
P.O.  Box  6194 
Lincoln,  NE  68506 
402-488-2646 
lee@striker-mfg.com 
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Omaha  Coin  Club  celebrates 
75th  Anniversary  at  Banquet 
May  15th,  2009 


t>o  it  Unj.iu... 

filat*  Gill.  1934 

41  members  and  guests  attended  Omaha 
Coin  Club's  75th  Anniversary  Banquet  held 

May  15th  at  Venice  Inn  Restaurant  in  Omaha.  To  highlight  the  eve¬ 
ning  OCC  Pres.  Mitch  Ernst  reads  a  City  proclamation  declaring 
"Omaha  Coin  Club  Day",  Patrick  Milliken  is  named  Volunteer  of  the 
Year  and  a  52  page  Memory  booklet  is  handed  out  to  members  in 
attendance. 


<£otit  dull 
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America’s  First  Medals 

-Steven  C.  Drake 


On  February  19,  1974,  Mary  Brooks,  Director  of  the  Mint,  presented 
first  lady  Pat  Nixon  the  first  strikes  of  a  ten  piece  America’s  First 
Medals  series  produced  by  the  U.S.  Mint  to  commemorate  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  presentation  took  place  at  the 
White  House. 

The  IV2”  diameter  pewter  medals  were  reproductions  of  the  first  med¬ 
als  voted  by  the  Continental  Congress.  The  original  medals  were  pro¬ 
duced  in  gold  and  silver.  The  medals  were  awarded  in  recognition  of 
bold  commanders  and  successful  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  battles.  The  original  medals 
were  made  in  Paris.  Benjamin  Franklin, 
the  Ambassador  to  France,  took  a  per¬ 
sonal  interest  in  the  design  and  engraving 
of  many  of  the  Revolutionary  War  med¬ 
als. 


The  first  two  medals  were  offered  as  a 
unit  for  $10.  The  first  medal  was  awarded 
to  General  George  Washington  for  libera¬ 
tion  of  Boston  in  1776.  The  second  medal  was  awarded  to  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  Horatio  Gates  for  the  victory  at  Saratoga,  NY  in  1777.  Gates  vic¬ 
tory  prevented  the  British  from  occupying  the  Hudson  Valley  and  iso¬ 
lating  New  England. 


Three  medals  were  produced  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  July  15,  1779  victory  at 
the  British  post,  Stony  Point  for  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Anthony  Wayne,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Colonel  Louis  De  Fleury,  and  Major 
John  Stewart.  Another  medal  was 
awarded  to  Major  Henry  Lee  for  the  at¬ 
tack  on  another  British  post  at  Paulus 
Hook  on  August  19,  1779. 
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Captain  John  Paul  Jones  was  award  a  medal  for  the  naval  battle  be¬ 
tween  The  Bonhomme  Richard  and  the  British  ship  Serapis  on  Septem¬ 
ber  23,  1779.  Captain  John  Paul  Jones  maneuvered  the  badly  batter 
Bonhomme  Richard  along  the  side  of  the  Serapis,  and  eventually  was 
able  to  seize  the  Serapis  as  The  Bonhomme  Richard  was  sinking. 

Brigadier  General  Daniel  Morgan,  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  A. 
Washington,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Eager  Howard  were 
awarded  medals  for  the  Victory  at  Cowpens,  a  broad  plain  in  the  north¬ 
western  tip  of  South  Carolina  about  10  miles  from  Spartanburg  on 
January  17,  1781.  The  British  attacked  a  force  of  800  American  men. 
After  an  orderly  withdrawal,  the  Americans  counterattacked  totally  dis¬ 
organized  the  British.  The  Americans  left  100  British  dead,  200 
wounded,  and  captured  about  600  prisoners  while  loosing  12  men  and 
having  60  wounded. 


Major  General  Nathanael  Greene  was  awarded  a  medal  for  another  bat¬ 
tle  that  took  place  in  South  Carolina  at  Eutaw  Springs  September  8, 
1781.  The  Eutaw  Springs  was  the 
last  major  battle  of  the  war,  six 
weeks  prior  to  the  surrender  at 
Yorktown. 

The  ten  different  medals  can  be 
founded  individually  or  in  a  folder, 
that  comes  with  a  43  page  booklet 
“ Medals  Commemorating  Battles  of 
the  American  Revolution  "by 
Vladimer  and  Elvira  Clain- 
Stefanelli.  The  folder  has  opening  for  eleven  medals.  The  medal  pro¬ 
gram  was  in  hopes  of  restriking  “ The  Libertas  Americana  medal  com¬ 
memorating  the  victories  at  Saratoga  and  Yorktown.  The  Continental 
Congress  never  approved  this  medal.  The  eleventh  opening  is  filled 
with  a  Department  of  the  Treasury  medal. 

Today,  the  “ America 's  First  Medals  ”  can  be  purchase  for  as  little  as  a 
dollar  in  the  mint  plastic  holders.  But,  for  that  dollar,  a  person  can 
learn  about  the  American  Revolution  and  have  a  beautiful  medal  in 
their  collection. 
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QUENT HANSEN 

SPECIALTY 

402-895-9186 

FLYING  EAGLE 

AND 

Omaha,  NE 

INDIAN  CENTS 
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THE  MONTHLY  COLLECTOR'S  SHOW 

2009  Our  35th  Vear 
Coins  and  Currency 

Howard  Johnson’s  1-80  &  72nd  St.  Omaha,  NE 

Ian.  18  *  Fet).  15  *  Mar.  22  *  Arsr.26  *  May  17  *  June  21 
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»>FRBE ADmsm«< 

CONI' AC  I 

Ed  Bishop 
2016  E.  19th 
Fremont,  NE  68025 
1-402  721-7364  or  720-3355 
edabfsh@msn.com 
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Nebraska 

Club  News  &  Events  Continued 

Omaha  Coin  Club  enjoys  a  “Night  at 
the  Museum" 

June  19th  2009 

Members  of  the  Omaha  Coin  Club  enjoyed  their  version  of  “A  night  at 
the  Museum"  in  place  of  their  regularly  scheduled  monthly  meeting 
when  they  were  given  the  opportunity  to  view  the  new  “Nebraska  Bank¬ 
notes"  exhibit  at  the  Durham  Museum  in  downtown  Omaha. 


NNA  President,  Quent  Hansen  and  Durham 
Curator,  Carrie  Wieners  discuss  the  exhibits 
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Coins  •  Buy  •  Sell  •  Appraisals 

The  Coin  Corner 

Grand  Island  Mall  ♦  Grand  Island,  NE  68803 
Telephone  308-382-4418 
A  Full-Time  Coin  Shop 
e-mail:  cQiocQrner®charter.net 

Coins  •  Collections  *  Gold  &  Silver »  Bullion  .  Diamond  •  Jewelry  « 

Class  Rings  •  Paper  Money  •  Supplies  &  More, 
wmcaincfliiiemet 

Bob  Graham  Ken  Graham 

NE  Tax#  01-3973646  Coin  Net  NE-01 

We  Need  To  Buy  Your  Key  Date  Coins! 


Chuck  &  Patricia  Brashears 

Coins  -  Buy.  Sell  &  Appraise 
PO  Box  2048 
Kearney,  NE  68848-2048 
(308)  233-3758 
crpk@frontiernet.net 
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Nebraska  Special  Numismatic  Events 

Omaha,  NE  -  Nebraska  Banknotes 

The  Durham  Museum  April  25-August  16,  2009 

Nebraska  Banknotes  focuses  on  the  history  of  banking  in  Ne¬ 
braska  from  1854  to  1863.  During  this  wildcat  era,  money  in  the 
United  States  was  not  regulated  and  individual  banks  printed 
and  distributed  their  own  currency.  While  most  banks  were  le¬ 
gitimate,  some  unscrupulous  “bank”  owners  engaged  in  get-rich- 
quick  schemes.  In  these  cases,  the  bank  would  suddenly  close 
leaving  unsuspecting  customers  with  banknotes  worth  only  the 
paper  they  were  printed  on. 

Nebraska  Banknotes  also  focuses  on  the  art  of  the  bank  note, 
how  money  during  this  period  looked  and  felt  very  different  than 
our  money  today,  as  well  as  counterfeiting,  how  easy  it  was  to  il¬ 
legally  alter  bank  notes  from  one  bank  to  look  like  notes  from  a 
competing  bank.  Over  100  artifacts  are  on  display  including  part 
of  The  Durham  Museum’s  Byron  Reed  Collection  and  artifacts  on 
loan  from  First  National  Bank,  local  private  collectors  and  na¬ 
tional  museums.  Nebraska  Banknotes  is  sponsored  by  Kathleen  A.  Best 
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HI 

J&J  Coins  &  Collectibles 

John  Jackson 

Buy  trig:  Corns  -  Currency  -  Postcards 
Stamps  -  Antiques  -  Estates  -  Etc. 

Phone:  7 1 2-274-9 195  90 1  S.  Cecelia 

Toll-Free:  800-397-9053  Sioux  City.  Iowa  51106 


&Cl6fC1 

Wanted 

Nebraska 

Tokens-Centennial  Medals 
Encased  Pennys 


Ph:  402-571-5758 


5564  N.  61  Ave 
Omaha,  NE  68104-1614 


Visit  my  website:  http://www.antiquestovesonline.eom 


Ant  him11  Stoves 
1850  to  1030 
Bought  8 i  Sold 


Carlyle  Weiss  #5  Corthell 

(307)  742-9181  Laramie,  WY  820707 
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Sampter’s  ciothing  is  where  all 
good  coin  collectors  shop  for 
their  apparei.  From  casual  to 
dress,  we  have  the  fit  that’s  right 
for  you.  A  leader  in  men’s 
fashion  since  1925. 

We  now  also  carry  a  complete  line  of  ladies 
sportswear  stop  in  and  experience  the 
Sampter  difference! 


517  N  Mam  St.  Fremont.  NE  68025 
402-727-1531  888-837-0142 
www.sampters.com 


rrimm  irrm  mm 

STORf  HOURS: 

Sol.  9  AW  to  5  PM  ♦  Sun.  Noon  to  4  PM 
Monday  -  Friday  9  AM  to  S ; 30  PM 
Thursday  Nights  until  7  PM 


3 . 

*  Membership  Application/  Renewal  Form 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 


Please  Print 


$5 

per 

year 

Name 

$20 

r 

Address 
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r  yenr^ 

City 

State 

ZIP 
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2009  COIN,  STAMP,  AND  CARD  SHOW 
41st  ANNUAL 

www.jcns.org 

SPONSORED  BY 

THE  JOHNSON  COUNTY  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 
JOHNSON  COUNTY  -  KANSAS 
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OCTOBER  10th  -  11th 
LENEXA  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
PFLUMM  ROAD  AT  SANTA  FE  TRAIL  DRIVE 

LENEXA,  KANSAS 


AT  1-35  AND  95 m  S  I  R1  T  i',  CiO  TWO  M  OCRS  \\  I  S  I  TO  I’H.I  MM 
AM)  I  WO  BLOCKS  NORTH  TO  COM  Ml  M  I  V  c  IN  HR 

SATURDAY  9  TO  5  SUNDAY  9  TO  3 

75  DEALER  TABLES 

NO  ADMITTANCE  FEE 

FRIT.  DRAWINGS  ON  THE  HOUR,  DOOR  PRIZES 
YN  AUCTION  2:00  p.m.  SATURDAY 
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Nebraska's  Other  Johnny  Carson  &  The 
Banks  of  Brownville 
-Jim  McKee 

On  January  18, 1856  Richard  Brown,  the  founder  of 
Brownville,  Nebraska,  and  four  other  men  formed  Brown- 
ville's  fist  bank,  the  Nemaha  Valley  Bank  with  $50,000  in 
capital.  That  July  an  association  with  a  Council  bluffs 
group  was  made  to  build  a  two-story  brick  home  for  the 
bank  at  Second  and  Main  Streets  with  the  upper  floor  de¬ 
signed  to  serve  as  a  courtroom  and  Masonic  Hall.  The 
building  was  completed  and  occupied  November  1,  1856. 

The  following  year  John  L.  Carson,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  but  had  spent  1856  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  ar¬ 
rived  in  Brownville.  On  January  14, 1857  Carson  joined 
Benjamin  F.  Lushbaugh  in  opening  a  private  bank  known 
variously  as  The  Banking  House  of  Lushbaugh  &  Carson, 
The  Exchange  Bank  and  The  Brownville  Exchange  Bank. 
Their  two-story  frame  building  was  on  the  north  side  of 
the  street  at  #35  Main.  During  its  first  year  of  operation 


was  open  only  a  few  months  it  changed  hands  several 
times  before  closing  in  September  of  1857  during  a  local 
depression.  When  the  charter  was  forfeited,  John  Carson 
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was  appointed  as  trustee  to  clear  its  remaining  assets  to 
satisfy  its  liabilities.  The  liabilities  included  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  $1,  $2,  $3,  $5  and  $10  banknotes  they  had  rather 
freely  printed  while  the  sheriff's  sale  of  assets  yielded 
only  $63,  primarily  for  a  stove,  safe  and  still-warm  print¬ 
ing  press. 


A  new  bank  building  was  completed  in  1859  for  Carson  & 
Lushbaugh  and  noted  in  the  press  as  being  "the  most  ad¬ 
mirably  arranged  banking  house  in  Nebraska."  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  Mr.  Lushbaugh  left  the  bank  which  was 
promptly  reorganized  as  The  Carson  Bank. 

1860  also  saw  Richard  Brown's  building  a  new  house  on 
Main  Street  between  Third  and  Fourth  Streets.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  Mr.  Brown  proved  to  be  less  than  a  favorite  son, 
primarily  due  to  his  keeping  a  slave  and  refusing  to  con¬ 
sider  freeing  him.  On  his  departure.  Brown's  house  was 
purchased  by  Carson.  The  house  was  then  enlarged  and 
ultimately  passed  to  Carson's  daughter  Rosanna.  After  al¬ 
lowing  the  house  to  be  opened  for  touring  beginning  in 
1958,  it  was  ultimately  deeded  to  the  Brownville  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  in  1966. 


On  October  1, 1870  the  Brownville  State  Bank  was  opened 
and  though  its  two-story  building  is  extant,  the  business 
closed  in  1880.  Unlike  many  of  its  competitors  however 
they  were  able  to  repay  their  depositors  100%.  In  the 
meantime  the  Carson  Bank  acquired  federal  charter  #1846 
in  1871  becoming 
the  Carson  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  the 
fifth  national  bank 
in  Nebraska.  By 
1881  the  bank  had 
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average  deposits  of  $244,440  but  Brownville  itself  was 
withering,  its  population  in  1880  falling  below  1,000.  The 
following  year  the  bank  was  moved  to  Auburn  and  in 
January  of  1887  became  the  Carson  Bank  of  South  Auburn 
with  $60,000  in  capital  and  Carson  as  president.  In  1890 
the  word  "South"  was  dropped  from  the  title  and  the 
bank  is  still  in  business  today,  one  of  the  oldest  continu¬ 
ously  operating  banks  in  Nebraska. 

In  1897  Carson  moved  to  Lincoln  becoming  the  sixth 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lincoln.  Though  he 
died  just  one  year  later,  Carson's  career  featured  banking 
but  his  name  appears  as  "receiver"  on  Daniel  Freeman's 
original  homestead  certificate,  he  served  as  a  regent  for 
the  University  of  Nebraska  and  was  chairman  of  the  Ne¬ 
braska  Farmer's  Relief  Agency  during  the  drought  and 
depression  of  1870.  Although  this  Johnny  Carson  never 
won  national  acclaim,  his  name  did  appear  on  a  town  in 
Nebraska  an  honor  even  his  considerably  more  famous 
namesake  can't  claim.  Carson,  Nebraska,  though  not  ex¬ 
tant,  was  near  the  center  of  Nemaha  County,  east  and  a 
bit  south  of  Auburn  at  the  one-time  junction  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Pacific  and  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroads. 


That  was  just  one  of  many  fascinating  stories  that  could  be  told  about 
coins,  currency  and  collectors  in  the  State  of  Nebraska.  Do  you  have  a 
story  that  you  would  like  to  tell?  We  would  like  to  hear  it. 

Send  your  submissions  to: 

Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal 
P.O.  Box  24913 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
Email:  nuMitchmatist@msn.com 
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Upcoming  Nebraska 

Club  News  &  Events  Continued 


50th  ANNUAL 

OMAHA  COIN  CLUB 

2009  COIN  SHOW 

SATURDAY  OCT.  3  i ,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
SUNDAY  NOV.  1,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

HOLIDAY  INN  HOTEL 

72  &  GROVER  ST. 

1-80  EXIT  AT  72nd  ST. 

OMAHA,  NF. 

BUY-  SELL-  TRADE 

COI NS  B ULLION -C U RREN C  Y-TO  KENS 
MEDALS-SMALL  COLLECTIBLES 
J EWF.LRY-N UMISMATJC  l  4TERATURE 
S  U  J >  P  LI  ES-  E  R  RO  RS-  EXO  N  U  M 1 A 


I  ( »K  1)1  AI.K.R  OR  KXHIBI I  OR  INIORMA  I  i(  )N  (  ON  FACT: 

RON  MATSON 
PC  BOX  40095$ 

PA  PI  I  (  ION.  M 
68040-0953 


402-895-7715 


OMAHA  COIN 
CLUB 

ORGANIZED 
MAY  6  T  H  1934 
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Mitch  Ernst 
P.O.  Box  24559 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
403-497-2696 
nuMitchmatist@msn.com 


IKE 


Own  an  1854  or  1855 
Flying  Eagle  Pattern? 

I  need  your  help 
with  my  research! 


.?  '  •-'►****•;  ?»•  ->•••'  ■ 


Rtcfc  Kay  ANA  LM  M43 

310-804-9346 

rkkay@rick-kay-rare-coins.com 

www.rick-kay-tare-coinB.com 
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Nebraska  Native  writes  book  about  father’s  obsession 
with  hoarding  gold  and  silver  coins. 

-Mitch  Ernst 

A  month  or  so  ago,  I  happened  to  see  a  story  on  the  local  news  about 
Alison  Johnson,  a  Nebraska  native,  who  now  lives  in  Maine,  who  had 
written  a  book  about  her  family’s  experience  with  their  father  who  out 
of  fear  of  a  coming  economic  collapse  hoarded  gold  and  silver  coins. 

I  was  so  intrigued  by  the  story  I  immediately  looked  up  and  contacted 
Ms.  Johnson  about  her  book  and  this  amazing  story.  "The  Eleventh 
Hour  Can't  Last  Forever"  is  a  true  story  set  in  Palisade,  Nebraska. 
Ms.  Johnson  writes  about  her  father,  Dean  Krotter,  a  wealthy  man 
who  owned  two  houses  and  seven  buildings  on  main  street  and  how 
his  obsession  with  hoarding  coins  affected  his  family.  "Around  about 
1958  or  1960,  he  would  go  down  to  Omaha  or  Lincoln  on  business, 
and  when  he  came  home,  he  would  say,  'Oh,  I  stopped  in  to  chat  with 
Warren  Buffett  and  he  keeps  trying  to  get  me  to  invest  in  his  new  com¬ 
pany.  But  I  tell  him  I  am  saving  silver  nickels,'"  said  Ms.  Johnson. 

Apparently,  her  father,  Dean  Krotter  didn’t  trust  banks,  so  he  bought 
gold  and  silver  coins  and  he  bought  a  lot  of  them.  Tons  of  them  would 
be  accurate  to  say.  "It  was  just  a  very  wild  thing  because  he  hid  these 
all  over.  They  were  up  in  the  attic,  some  of  them  were  buried.  They 
were  in  kitchen  cupboards.  They  were  in  dresser  drawers.  They  were 
under  beds,"  said  Ms.  Johnson. 

Ms.  Johnson  wrote  me  and  said,  “As  you  will  see  in  the  book,  we 
searched  for  the  treasure  after  Dad  had  a  heart  attack  and  stroke  that 
caused  so  much  memory  loss  that  he  couldn't  run  his  own  affairs.  He 
was  still  alive  when  we  located  the  treasure.”  "It  was  a  treasure  hunt 
to  end  all  treasure  hunts."  By  the  time  she  and  her  family  were  done 
searching,  they  had  found  nearly  two  tons  of  gold  and  silver  coins. 

And  as  she  mentions  in  her  book,  she  is  not  really  sure  if  they  found  it 
all.  "I  happened  to  talk  to  someone  who  was  an  old  family  friend  from 
Omaha,"  said  Johnson.  "He  told  me  that  he  had  been  present  when 
my  father  told  his  father  that  he  had  taken  a  metal  container  and  filled 
it  with  gold  and  silver  coins  and  buried  it  so  deep  that  no  one  could 
ever  find  it.”  Ms.  Johnson  actually  wrote  the  book  in  1984  and  85,  just 
after  her  parents  passed  away  but  it  wasn’t  until  after  her  brothers 
died  that  she  decided  to  publish  it.  She  was  on  a  book  tour  in  Ne¬ 
braska  this  past  June  16th-21st  in  Kearney,  Hastings  &  Gothenberg. 
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“The  Eleventh  Hour  Can’t  Last  Forever  -  A  Memoir  by 

Alison  Johnson 


This  true  account  cen¬ 
ters  around  Dad’s 
hoard  of  two  tons  of 
gold  and  silver  coins 
that  he  hid  and  buried 
in  our  houses  and 
buildings  in  Palisade, 
leaving  no  map.  All 
because  he  feared  the 
economy  was  going  to 
collapse.  Unfortunately, 
his  obsession  led  to  his 
wife’s  mental  collapse 
and  his  older  son’s 
hopeless  alcoholism. 
-Alison  Johnson 


Back  Cover  Endorsement 

"It  is  an  astonishing  story.  It  is  a  very 
sad  story.  Very  funny  in  places.  Trgic- 
comic,  I  guess.  And  in  this  version  you 
maintain  for  the  most  part  that  com¬ 
plexly  mixed  ton  eof  disaster  and 
almost  burlesque  -  farce?  Very  well.” 


Wayne  Carver 

William  H.  Laird  Professor  of  the 
Liberal  Arts 
Carleton  College 

If  you  would  like  to  learn  more  about  the  book  or  pur¬ 
chase  it  you  can  visit  Alison  Johnson  at  her  website: 
http://alisonjohnsonmemoir.com/ 
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More  Upcoming 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Events 
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The  Omaha  Coin  Club 


Friday  October  30,  2009 
8:00  am  -  4:00  pm 

Omaha  1  loliday  Inn  Convention  Center 
72nd  C  i rover  Streets 


Speakers  &  Topics 

8:00  am  continental  breakfast 

9:U0  am  Chuck  Daughtrcy:  "An  Overview  of  the  Lincoln  (.  ent" 
10:30  am  Jim  McKee:  "Nebraska's  Wildcat  Banks  &  Banknotes  ' 
Noon:  1  uru  h 

1  pm  Chuck  Daughtrcy:  "Lincoln  Cent  Die  Varieties" 

2:30  pm  C  lift  Mishler:  "The  Standard  Catalog  or  World  c  oins  - 
The  Why  and  I  low  of  its  Development" 

Registration  Fees:  CSNS  members,  $10;  non-members,  S20 
(Includes  continental  Breaklast  and  full  lunch!) 

To  register  contact:  Rav  I  ockwood,  1  duration  Direc  tor 
2078  1  Bocock  Road,  Marion,  IN  46932 
Rhone:  763-644-6320  lax:  765-664-6303 
email:  sunrayof mark  miiyaol.com 


HOW. 
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CSNS/OCC  Educational  Seminar 
Registration  Form 


Cut  out  and  mail  in 
i  I  I 

3 


(  ciilnil  States  Numismatic  Society  Omaha  Seminar 
( hnnliu  Holiday  Inn  -  (  onvenJion  <  Vulrt 
October  .Ml,  200') 

lame 


address 


Phone  ft  __  _ _ Email 

I  am  registering  for  the  Omaha  Seminar  is  follows. 
$  Central  States  Member  ($10) 


$  _____  _  Non  CSNS  Member  ($20) 

f  wish  to  apply  $10  of  my  $20  registration  fee  to  a  one-year 
Central  States  membership  _ (yes) 

-tail  to:  Kay  Lockwood  -  CStJS  Education  Director 
2075. E.  Bocock  Road  -  Marion,  IN  4 6052 


Buy  ~  Sell  ~  Trade  ~  Appraisals 

«  .  PAPiO  COIN  &  COLLECTIBLES 
Coins,  Currency, 

Silver,  Gold, 

Tokens,  Supplies, 
Antiques 

Just  one  ward  about  cleaning  aims  ■  DON'  i  ’ 

HON  MATSON  OWNE  R 
PO.  Box  460953 

Papillion,  Nil  08046- 0953  Qualitycoins^aol.coni 


Direct  all  questions,  suggestions,  articles  or  advertising  inquiries  to: 
Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  lournal 
P.0.  Box  24913 
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Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 

Club  Directory  -  Meeting  times  and  locations 

Fremont  -  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  The  Evangelical  Free  Church 
Social  Hall,  20th  &  Lincoln  Streets,  7:30  pm. 

Grand  Island  -  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  No  longer  meeting 

Lincoln  -  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  Hampton  Inn,  Old  Cheney  Road 
and  Hwy.  2,  7:30  pm. 

Lincoln  -  Lincoln  Numismatic  Society,  1st  Thursday,  Hampton  Inn, 

Old  Cheney  road  and  Hwy  2,  7:30  pm. 

Nebraska  City  -  Nebraska  City  Coin  Club,  4th  Tuesday, 

@  the  Burger  King  S  77  Hwy,  7:00  pm 

North  Platte  -  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  No  current  information  on  club’s 
existence  or  meeting  location  is  available 

Omaha  -  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  Douglas/Sarpy  County  Extension 
Office,  8015  West  Center  Road.  7:30  pm.  VN’s  7:00  pm. 

Omaha  -  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Denny’s  Restaurant, 

84th  &  1-80,  7:00  pm. 

Scottsbluff  -  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  McDonald’s  Office, 

511  West  27th,  7:30  pm. 

South  Sioux  City  -  Siouxland  Coin  Club,  write  for  information, 

901  S.  Cecelia,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  51106 

Seward  -  Nebraska  tokens  Collectors  Club,  2nd  Sunday, 

Cattle  National  Bank,  2:00  pm. 

Wahoo  -  Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Saunders  County  Historical  Mu¬ 
seum,  240  N.  Walnut,  8:00  pm. 

-*Not  responsible  for  invalid  information  <- 

If  you  have  corrections  or  addtions  please  submit  them  in  writing  to: 

Mitch  Ernst  /  NNA  Journal  editor  •  P.O.  Box  24913  :  Omaha,  NE  68124 
email:  nuMitchmatist@msn.com 
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ANACS  attributes  all 
CHERRYPICKER’S  GUIDE  Varieties 


THE  COLLECTOR'S  CHOICE  “ 


Cut  cvc  d<M  t  t/iczc. 

•  3200+  VAM  Varieties  •  Breen 

•  CONECA  •  Overton 

•  Sheldon  *  And  Dozens  more. 

ANACS-America’s  Oldest  Coin  Grading  Service.  Established  1972. 
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